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What is the National Speakers Association?

The National Speakers Association (NSA) is the leading organization for experts who speak professionally.  

NSA:

· Offers meetings and educational materials designed to advance speaking careers and provide support networks

· Conveys the Certified Speaking Professional (CSP) designation

· Offers the Academy for Professional Speaking, a program established for people who want to learn how to get started as a professional speaker.

As a service to meeting planners and business professionals, NSA continues to “raise the bar” of standards to which it holds it members and administers a certification program to help ensure quality professional speakers. NSA offers advice on how to find, select, work with, promote and evaluate professional speakers.

NSA is headquartered in Tempe, Ariz., and serves approximately 3,300 members nationwide, with chapters in most major U.S. cities.

Who are National Speakers Association members?

Professional speakers represent a wide variety of industries, professions and areas of expertise, and the membership of NSA reflects this.  NSA members are authors, educators, trainers, motivators and consultants. Moreover, NSA members are acknowledged experts in dozens of wide-ranging fields.  Membership expertise falls into more than 100 categories, including but not limited to advertising, careers, financial planning, humor, healthcare, Internet startups, marketing, negotiation, psychology, sales, technology, teambuilding and writing.  See the NSA directory at www.nsaspeaker.org for a full list.

What is the difference between a professional speaker and a public speaker?

Professional speakers are experts who are also effective communicators.  Professional speakers have the skill set to research audiences and customize content, maximize the meeting room set-up, make the most of presentation technologies and, most importantly, engage an audience. Professional speakers combine content with platform skills to maximize audience learning.

The diversity of professional speakers matches the diversity of audiences. The key to a successful meeting is matching the right speaker to the group.  NSA can help meeting planners and business professionals do just that.
What is a motivational speaker?

The best motivational speakers create in audiences the desire to change, the confidence to act and the tools to succeed. They are experts in a variety of industries and disciplines who have the passion and the skills to get ideas across to an audience. Motivators do more than simply generate enthusiasm--they promote action.
How does someone qualify for membership in the National Speakers Association?

At a minimum, candidates for membership must conduct at least 20 presentations, earn $25,000 in speaking fees in a single year or speak as a part of their job. 

What is the value of hiring an NSA member?

Based on the above qualifications to join NSA, when you hire a member of NSA you know you’re hiring someone who is an experienced speaker. 

How can one find National Speakers Association members?

NSA has a “Find a Speaker” directory where you can search through a list of all members. You can narrow your search by location, area of expertise, keywords, and designations. A link to this directory can be found on the homepage of www.nsaspeaker.org. 
Is there certification for speakers?

Yes.  Known as CSP (Certified Speaking Professional), this acronym stands beside a number of NSA members' name in our directories or in other promotional materials.  It’s designed to let meeting planners know they’re getting an extremely qualified speaking professional, someone who has risen above their peers in the industry.

