CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE 

NSA/St. Louis
CHAPTER OF

THE NATIONAL SPEAKERS ASSOCIATION

ARTICLE I - NAME

SECTION 1:
The name of this organization shall be NSA/St. Louis, a Chapter of the National Speakers Association.

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE

SECTION 1:
The purpose of this organization is to advance the art and value of experts who speak professionally in the St. Louis area.





ARTICLE III

CHAPTER AFFILIATION

Classes of participants in NSA/St. Louis:

1. Member

2. Apprentice

3. Chapter Partner

4. Guest






SECTION 1:  Membership.  Any individual shall be eligible for membership in the Chapter who:

1.1
Is a member of the National Speakers Association;
1.2
Maintains a reputation for integrity and sound character;

1.3
Pays annual Chapter dues;

1.4
Agrees to abide by the By-Laws and Code of Professional Ethics of the National Speakers Association and this Chapter, and such other rules and regulations as may be adopted from time to time by the National Speakers Association and this Chapter; 
1.5
Meets such other uniform requirements as may be established by the Boards of Directors of the National Speakers Association and this Chapter.

1.6
The Board may drop any member who is thirty (30) days delinquent in payment of dues.
1.7
The Board may suspend or expel a member for cause.  For any cause other than nonpayment of dues, expulsion shall take place only after the member has been advised in writing of the complaint by the President.  Such member may appeal the decision to the Board.  The Board’s decision may be overruled by a majority vote of the 2/3 of the chapter membership.  The President shall notify NSA’s Executive Vice President of such expulsion within five days of the Board’s action. 

SECTION 2:
Apprentice (limited to 2 years).  Any individual who is not eligible for membership in NSA and who:

2.1
Maintains a reputation for integrity and sound character;

2.2
Agrees to abide by the By-Laws and Code of Professional Ethics of the National Speakers Association and this Chapter, and other such rules and regulations as may be adopted from time to time by the National Speakers Association and this Chapter; and

2.3
Meets such other uniform requirements as may be established by the Boards of Directors of the National Speakers Association and this Chapter.

2.4 May not vote on any Chapter issues.  
2.5 May not hold office. Apprentices may serve on committees and will pay the regular member rates for general meetings.
2.6 May not use the NSA or Chapter logo on their marketing materials or website
SECTION 3:
Chapter Partner.  Any individual shall be eligible to be a Partner in the association who:

3.1 Is not a member of the National Speakers Association;

3.2 Supplies material, equipment or services to professional speakers;

3.3 Maintains a reputation for integrity and sound character;

3.4 Agrees to abide by the By-Laws and Code of Professional Ethics of the National Speakers Association and this Chapter, and other such rules and regulations as may be adopted from time to time by the National Speakers Association and this Chapter; and

3.5 Meets such other uniform requirements as may be established by the Boards of Directors of the National Speakers Association and this Chapter.

3.6 May not vote on any chapter issues.

3.7 May not hold office.  Partners may serve on committees and will pay the regular member rates for general meetings.

3.8 May not use any chapter or NSA logo on their marketing material or website.

3.9 The Board of Directors may limit the number of partners eligible for membership.

SECTION 4: Guest. Any individual who has not formally affiliated with the
  Chapter either by becoming a Member, an Apprentice, or a Chapter Partner. A guest may also include someone who has been an Apprentice, but who has not been able to qualify for membership during the Apprentice period.   A guest:

2.1 May attend as many meetings as they wish at the Guest rate.

2.2 May not vote on any Chapter issues.

2.3 May not hold office, nor serve on any committees

2.4 Has no formal affiliation with the Chapter





5.4 

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS

SECTION 1:
The officers of the NSA/St. Louis Chapter of the National Speakers Association shall be a President, President-Elect, Vice-President of Programming, Vice-President of Membership, Secretary, and Treasurer, all of whom shall be members of the National Speakers Association and this Chapter.

SECTION 2:
Officers shall be elected annually and shall hold office for one year or until their successors are chosen.

SECTION 3:
The following criteria for the position of Chapter President and Chapter President-Elect have been established by the NSA Board of Directors:

3.1 The President shall have attended Camp NSA and the Chapter Leadership Program at a National Convention or Winter Workshop prior to taking office.

3.2 The President must have been a member and served on the Chapter Board of Directors for at least one year prior to installation.

3.3 The President-Elect must have been a member and served on the Chapter Board of Directors for at least one year prior to installation.

3.4 The President-Elect shall attend Camp NSA and the Chapter Leadership Program at a National Convention or Winter Workshop prior to ascending to President.

SECTION 4:
The duties of the officers shall be as follows:

4.1  The President shall preside at all meetings of the Chapter and  the Board of Directors.  The President shall appoint all Committee Chairpersons and shall direct the administration of the business of the Chapter.  The President shall submit all reports to NSA as requested and shall submit those reports according to the schedule specified by the NSA.  The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees.  The President will make such provisions for the auditing of Chapter records as he/she may deem proper for the protection of the funds and of the purpose of the Chapter and that of the National Speakers Association.

4.2   The President-Elect shall act for the President in his/her absence at all meetings of the Chapter, of the Board of Directors and of the committees.  In the event of the resignation, incapacity, removal or death of the President, the President-Elect shall become President for the remainder of that term of office.  In the event that the President-Elect is unwilling or unable to assume the duties of the office of President, the Board of Directors shall elect a Vice President who shall serve as President for the remainder of that term of office. Qualifications in Sections 3.1 and 3.2 may be waived.
4.3   The Vice-President / Programming shall act as program chairperson, arranging all details necessary for having effective meetings, workshops and seminars.

4.4   The Vice-President / Membership shall act as membership chairperson.  The membership chairperson shall maintain all membership records and submit to the National Speakers Association all membership reports as requested by NSA. The membership chairperson shall oversee all activities related to acquiring, supporting, and maintaining membership.
4.5   The Secretary shall be responsible for keeping all records of the Chapter and of the Board of Directors except financial and membership records.  He/She shall deliver records to the incoming Secretary upon retirement from office.  He/She shall submit all requested information to the National Speakers Association as requested by NSA, except financial and membership records.

4.6 The Treasurer shall oversee the collection of all dues,  assessments, and disbursements, and shall keep such financial records as may be required by the Board of Directors.  The Treasurer shall submit financial records for audit, when required by the Board of Directors and shall deliver them to the incoming Treasurer upon retirement from office.  He/She shall furnish financial reports to the membership at regular meetings as requested by the President.  The Treasurer shall be responsible for the preparation of annual operating budget, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors.  He/She shall submit all financial reports regarding chapter business to the National Speakers Association as requested by NSA.




ARTICLE - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
SECTION 1:
The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chapter Officers and the Immediate Past President.

SECTION 2:
The Executive Committee shall have the power to act for the Board of Directors and the Chapter between meetings of the Board, to conduct business/administrative affairs as are deemed necessary and to address legal/personnel concerns that require confidential decision making. The Executive Committee cannot amend policies, documents of governance or board actions. Meetings may be called by the President. The President shall serve as Chairman of the Executive Committee. Actions of the Executive Committee shall be reported to the Board of Directors at its next meeting or by mail or e-mail according to policies and procedures adopted by the Board.
ARTICLE VI - BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SECTION 1:
The Board of Directors shall consist of the Executive Committee, up to three (3) additional Directors, and up to two (2) additional past Presidents, all of whom must be members of the National Speakers Association.

SECTION 2:
The three (3) additional Directors shall be elected to hold office for a term of one (1) year.  Directors may serve as many as three (3) consecutive terms.


2.1 In the event of death, resignation, incapacity, disqualification or   removal of any, or all of the three (3), additional Directors, remaining members of the Board of Directors shall elect a qualified member(s) to fill the remaining portion of the unexpired term(s). 

SECTION 3:
The duties of the Board of Directors shall be as follows:



3.1 To determine the policies of the Chapter within the limits and    guidelines prescribed by this Constitution and By-Laws of the National Speakers Association.



3.2 To counsel the President in the conduct of office.



3.3. To fill a vacancy occurring during the term of any officer or Director of the Chapter by electing another Officer or Director to serve for the unexpired portion of the term, except that a vacancy in the office of President shall be filled as provided by Article IV, Section 4, Sub-Section 4.2



d) Directors shall, at the direction of the President, actively participate in the administration of Chapter business.

SECTION 4:
The Board of Directors shall meet at the call of the President or upon a written request addressed to the Secretary by any three (3) members of the Board.

SECTION 5:  A majority of the members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum at any meeting of the Board and any business transacted when a quorum is present shall be valid providing it is affirmatively passed upon by a majority of those present, unless otherwise required by law or the Articles of Incorporation.  If a quorum is not present, a majority of those Directors present may adjourn the meeting from time to time, without further notice, until a quorum is present.  A quorum may be equally established through electronic media.

SECTION 6:
Up to two (2) additional Past Presidents (excluding the Immediate Past President) may be appointed by a majority vote of the current Board of Directors to sit on the Board as advisors as full voting members of that Board, and may serve in any capacity deemed appropriate by the President and/or the Board.  The newly elected President should recommend two (2) past Presidents as provided above, for the Board’s approval. 

SECTION 7:
All members of the Board of Directors are considered “Directors.”  Any Director may resign at any time by giving written notice to the President, or to the Board of Directors.  Such resignation shall take effect at the time specified in the notice, or if no time is specified, at the time of acceptance thereof as determined by the President or by the Board.  Any member of the Board unable to attend a meeting shall advise the President as to the reason for the absence.  If a Director misses more than two meetings for reasons which the President has declared to be insufficient, the Director shall be deemed to have resigned as a Director.  A Director may be removed from office by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the directors present and voting at any regular or special meeting at which a quorum is present.  Removal may be based on any reason that is in the best interest of the Chapter.  A member who terminates membership in the National Speakers Association for any reason automatically terminates as Director.

ARTICLE VII – MEETINGS

SECTION 1:
Regular meetings of the Chapter shall be held as determined by the Vice President of Programming with the approval of the Board of Directors.

SECTION 2:
Special meetings of the Chapter may be called by the President or by a majority of the Board of Directors.

SECTION 3:
Twenty-Five Percent (25%) of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE VIII - ELECTION OF OFFICERS

SECTION 1:
The Officers and Directors shall be nominated and elected at a regular meeting each April from a slate presented by the nominating committee and/or by nomination from the floor and shall assume their respective offices on the 1st day of July of that year.  The Immediate Past President shall serve as chairperson of the nominating committee.  The nominating committee shall be comprised of up to five (5) members as appointed by the chairperson (the Immediate Past President and four <4> others). At least two (2) of the other members shall be Past Presidents of the Chapter who are currently holding membership.  

ARTICLE IX - COMMITTEES

SECTION 1:
The President-Elect shall, before his/her first formal meeting as President, appoint the Chairperson for those committees that the Board of Directors has deemed necessary to effectively operate the Chapter.

ARTICLE X- DUES

SECTION 1:
The Board of Directors shall set the dues.  Dues are entirely for the use of the local Chapter.  Members are also responsible for submitting dues to the National Speakers Association for membership in the National Association.

SECTION 2:
Non profit status: The National Speakers Association is designated by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501 (c) (6) not for profit organization. As a Chapter of the National Speakers Association, NSA/St. Louis is a tax exempt, not for profit organization.
ARTICLE XI - PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES

and ANTI-TRUST REGULATIONS

SECTION 1:
Parliamentary procedures in all meetings of the Chapter shall be in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised.

SECTION 2:
Chapter meetings and Chapter business shall be conducted in a manner that complies with the Anti-Trust laws of the United States of America, including, but not limited to, the Sherman Act and the Federal Trade Commission Act.

ARTICLE XI - AMENDMENTS
SECTION 1:
By-Laws and Standing Rules may be adopted, amended or repealed at any regular meeting of the Chapter with the approval of no less than fifty (50%) of the members, with the exception of any changes which might affect, adversely, the National Speakers Association.

SECTION 2: Proposed amendments to the By-Laws must be submitted in writing, to the Secretary of the Chapter, at least six (6) weeks before the next regular meeting.  The Secretary shall submit a copy to each member at least four (4) weeks prior to the meeting at which the amendments will be voted on.
SECTION 3:Voting relating to the adoption, amendment or repeal of By-Laws and standing rules shall be by ballot, in person or by written proxy, at a regular meeting.
ARTICLE XII - FISCAL YEAR

SECTION 1: The fiscal year of the NSA/St. Louis Chapter shall be from July 1 through June 30.  
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