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TIPS ON DEVELOPING A STORY from LIZ NICHOLS
Stagebridge Storytelling Director (liz@stagebridge.org)
For NSA SpeakerPalooza – February 15 & 16, 2008
1. Find a story you love.

2. Read, read, read it aloud.

3. Tell it in your own words, informally. Multiple times.

4. Allow the story to change and “ripen” each time you tell it. 
IF it’s a “KEEPER” for professional use

5. Seek out the permission of the author or collector you learned it from.

6. Research alternate versions of the story. (see resources below) Why?

a. For yourself:  expand your story interpretation choices, enrich your telling.

b. For your source: so your telling is your own creation, not an imitation of theirs (this helps avoid both ethical and copyright problems).  
7. Make an outline of the story. 

8. And/or, make a “story board”.

9. Continue to find safe places to explore the story with an audience.

10. Be open to expressing what comes up for you in the moment.

11. Evaluate whether to keep or discard these discoveries.

Recommended online resources

D.L. Ashliman’s “Folklore and Mythology Electronic Texts” Webpage http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/folktexts.html

Jackie Baldwin’s “SOS: Searching Out Stories”

www.story-lovers.com/listsofstories.html

The Healing Story Alliance (a SIG of the National Storytelling Network)

www.healingstory.org
