7 Sins of Storytelling
Don’t Condemn Your Story

By Kirk Waller
Fear

Never be afraid trying something new.  Whether it is a new story, style or technique or the idea of using storytelling at all, fear will paralyze your chances of learning a wonderful and exciting new art form.  So gather your resources, take a deep breath and tell your story.
Pride

Often as we progress in any craft, whether it is storytelling, speaking or building boats, we tend to know it all, been there and bought the T-shirt.  To be a good storyteller you must be a good listener.  Hear good storytellers and find out why what they do works.  Ask questions.  Listen.  Be teachable even when you think you have heard it all.  You might be surprised.

Gluttony  

Too much of any good thing is still not a good thing.  Make sure your story is balanced.  A good story that is too short will leave your audience asking you “what happened?”  A story that is too long will leave your audience asking you “when is it over?”  Even though techniques such as characterization, gesture and voice are important and enjoyable, too much will condemn your tale and render it ineffective.  Get feedback from several sources and don’t be afraid to ask is it too much?

Stealing

Do you have permission to use a story?  Take time to research the copyright laws for the material that you use.  Public domain stories, folktales, legends are all free game.  Use them and add your own original flair. If you use a particular version from a storyteller, get permission and give credit.  Be creative, original and use your own personal stories as well. 

Impatience

Don’t be afraid of the pause.  Challenge yourself and use space and pace to build your story and watch it grow.  Many beginning storytellers want to rush to the punch line.  Often we are afraid that our stories are not good enough to keep the attention of the listeners so we rush out of fear.  Take your time and weave your tale, pace yourself, play with timing and enjoy the results.  
Covet

Sometimes when we hear a great storyteller we want to do it just like they did.  Resist the temptation.  Every storyteller has their own unique gift to offer.  Take time to develop your own voice and style.  Your storytelling is a compilation of who you are.  Don’t be afraid to be uniquely you.

Murder

The only way to truly kill a story is to not tell it.  Always tell.  That’s the secret.  Tell your story to friends, family, storytellers, swap groups - anyone that will listen.  Overcome your fear.  Try your story out but don’t wait until it is perfect to use it because… it never will be.  Just tell.
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